
VBAC Intra-Club Surf Fishing Tournament 

Guidelines and Rules 
 

 

Anglers are responsible for: 

    a.  Arrive early enough to allow adequate time to set-up! 

    b.  Providing all equipment, bait, and tackle required to participate in the event. 

    c.  Having all appropriate licenses, passes/stickers, and observing/knowing all applicable fishing regulations, 

size limits, and published VBAC rules. 

At no time shall any angler have more than two lines in the water. 

Float rigs, balloons, plastic bags, etc. will not be allowed. No cast nets may be used during a fishing session. 

Chumming or chum pots at any time are not permitted. Teams doing so will be disqualified. 

Not more than two hooks are allowed on one line at any time with the exception of two double hooked rigs, and 

artificial lures with hooks according to manufacturer’s specifications. 

All tournament fish must be caught on hook or lure and landed on the beach by the angler. 

No lines are permitted to be in the water prior to starting time. All lines must be reeled in at the stopping time. 

Any fish hooked prior to end of the session will be scored when landed. 

It is the angler’s responsibility to fish within the boundaries of the designated fishing area. 

All fish shall be measured from the tip of the snout to the compressed tip of the tail once it has been determined 

the fish meets the minimum legal-size limit. Largest fish determined by length to the nearest quarter inch. 

Any angler with questionable fish as determined by the Chief Judge, will be disqualified from the competition. 

In the event that an angler is unable to physically cast for themselves, a designated casting person must be 

identified before fishing begins in writing.  

The event winner is determined by total points scored. First tiebreaker is total number of fish caught. Second 

tiebreaker is largest fish caught. If still tied, a winner will be determined by the flip of a coin by the Chief Judge. 

While waiting for a judge, place fish in a bucket of water until a judge is available. Each Angler should have their 

own 5-gallon bucket. 

If an angler chooses to keep a legal fish, that fish must have a fin clipped. 

NOTE:  The rules governing this tournament were compiled for the purpose of establishing a set of rules that 

would be fair to all and to give all a chance to win on equal footing. 

The Virginia Beach Angler’s Club trusts that the rules will be accepted in good faith by all registered anglers. 

In the event of severe weather, the Tournament Committee has the right to adjust tournament fishing times as 

to prevent endangering the anglers or judges. 



For a current list of regulations in the state of Virginia, you can visit the following web page: 

Virginia's Recreational Fishing Regulations 

Scoring:  

a. Fish will be measured from the tip of the snout to the tip of the tail. 

b. Fish will be scored 1 point per inch and .5 points per half inch.  

c. Any fish less than 8 inches will not be scored.  

d. Any fish 8 inches or greater will be scored based on the total length of the fish in inches rounded to 

the nearest half inch.   

e. Fish which have a minimum size limit to possess will be required to meet that minimum size limit in 

order to be scored by a judge and for a score to be recorded for the angler. Fish that do not 

meet any state or federally regulated minimum size limit should be released immediately back 

into the water.  

f. Trash fish; i.e. skate, shark and ray will be awarded one point regardless of length. In order to score a 

trash fish point, the judge is required to verify your catch before it is released or no points will 

be awarded to the angler. 

g. In order for a fish to be scored, the fish must be personally handled to the judge directly or be placed 

in their bucket for scoring. If there is any question as to the validity of who caught a fish, the fish 

will not be scored for any angler. 

h. Any tournament qualifying fish that is kept for consumption or otherwise, must have a fin cut to 

identify the fish as being previously measured and scored.   

i. In the event of any discrepancy for the scoring of a fish, the head judge should be consulted and their 

decision will be final. 

 

https://webapps.mrc.virginia.gov/public/reports/swrecfishingrules.php

